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NESSIE SYMPOSIUM HIGHLIGHT 
OF EDINBURGH MEETING 

Robert H. Rines, President of the Academy of Applied Science, addressing the symposium "The 
Search for Nessie in the 1980's" held in the lecture theatre at the Royal Museum of Scotland 
during the Society's 1987 Membership Meeting in Edinburgh. 

The S ix t h  Annua l M e mbe r s h ip 
Meeting of the Society was he l d  
i n  Edinburgh, Scot l and, o n  J u l y  
2 5- 2 6, 1987 ,  h o s t e d  b y  t h e 
Na t i ona l M u s e ums o f  S c o t l and. 
Da v i d H eppe l l , c ur a t o r  o f  mo l ­
lu s c a  a t  t h e  Roy a l M u s e um o f  
S c o t l and a n d  a me mb e r  o f  t h e  
S o c i e ty ' s  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c to r s ,  
s e r v e d  a s  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  
unpr e c e de n t e d  t w o - d a y  e v e n t .  
T h i s  w a s  the f i r s t  memb e r s h ip 
me e t ing in B r i t a in- -the s e c ond 
in E u r op e - - s i n c e  t he S o c i e ty ' s  
founding in 1982. 

For the f irst t ime , the meet­
ing was dedicated to part icu l ar 
cryptozo o l ogica l topics through 
forma l sympos ia. Becaus e of the 
l o c a t i on of t h e  me e t ing , the 
f i r s t - day s y mpo s i um w a s  de d i ­
cated t o  the venerab l e  Loch Ness 
M ons t e r ,  and w a s  e nt i t l e d "The 
Search for Nes sie in the 1980s." 
The s e c ond -day s y mp o s ium was 
e nt i t l e d  "S ome Ca t s  of Cryp t o ­
zo o l o g y . "  A t o t a l o f  1 2  i l l u s ­
t r a t e d  p r e s e n t a t i ons w e r e  made 
during the two sympos ia,  e ach of 
which was fo l lowed by que s t ions 
from the f loor. 

A l s o f o r  the f i r s t  t ime , t h e  
me e t i ng w a s  h e l d  j o i n t l y  w i t h  
another organizat ion, the Soci­
ety f o r  t h e  H i s to r y  o f  N a tu r a l 
H i s tory ( S H NH ) , b a s e d  a t  the 
B r i t i s h  M u s e um ( N a t u r a l  H i s ­
t o ry ) , i n  London, t hank s t o  the 
i n i t i a t i v e o f  J a c k  G i b s o n .  
B e s i de s  r unning t h e  S c ot t i s h 
Na t u r a l  H i s to r y  L ibr ary , D r .  
Gibson is secretary of the Scot­
t i s h  B r anch o f  SHNH.  I SC was 
v e ry p l e as e d  to h a v e  s uc h  c o ­
spons o r s h ip .  C l o s e  t o  200 I SC 
a nd S H N H  me mb e r s  a n d  t h e i r  
g u e s t s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  t w o - d a y  
me e t ing - - t he l arge s t  attendance 
e v e r - -wh i ch w a s  he l d  in the 
Le c t u r e  The a t r e  o f  t he Roy a l 
M useum of Scot l and. The pub l ic 
w a s  a l s o  a d mi t t e d ,  a l t h o u g h  
I SC and S HN H  memb e r s  r e c e i v e d  
seat ing prefer enc e .  

The me eting was dedicated to 
the memory of two ind i v idua l s :  
Da v i d Jame s ,  f o rme r M e mbe r  o f  
Par l i ament, founder o f  the Loch 
Ne s s  I n v e s t ig a t i on B u r e au , and 
Honorary Member of the Society, 
who d i ed wh i l e  the me e t ing w a s  
be ing planned (he undoub t e d l y  
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Jack Gibson welcoming ISC and SHNH 
members. David Heppell at right. 

would have been a speaker had he 
l i v e d ) ; a n d  I a n L y s t e r, a 
c ura t or of orni thology a t  t he 
Royal Museum (and the ir unof f i ­
c i al Ne s s i e  e xpert ) ,  w h o  d i e d  
j us t  prior to the meet ing. 

The f irs t - day Ne s s i e  s y mp o ­
s i um was pre c e d e d  by a s o c i al 
hour, which allowed many Bri tish 
I S C  m e mb e r s  t o  me e t  a n d  g e t  
a c qu a in t e d .  A f ter the s o c i al 
hour, Dr. Robert G. W. Anders on, 
Director of the Na tional M useums 
of S c o t  land, we l c orne d a l l  in a 
brief addres s. This was followed 
by welc oming remark s from Dr. 
G i b s on on behalf o f  S HNH, and 
the morn ing s e s s ion o f  the Ne s ­
s i e s y mpo s i um, wh i c h  w a s  de d i ­
cated t o  "theoret ical" presenta­
t i ons. The f irs t s p e a k e r  w a s  
Ri chard Fitter, a co-founder o f  
t he L o ch N e s s  I n v e s t i ga t i on 
Bure au w i th Da v i d Jame s ,  who 
t alked on "The H i s tory of t he 
Loch Nes s  Monster." 

Mr. F i t t er, n ow Cha irman o f  
Bri t a in ' s  F auna a n d  Flora Pre ­
servation Society, rev iewed the 
e arly h i s tory o f  Ne s s i e  s i gh t ­
ings, searche s, and e v ents from 

Richard Fitter. 

the 1930's, culminat ing with the 
w o rk o f  t h e B u r e a u  i n  t he 
1960' s .  His talk, which included 
"l o s t " B u r e a u  f i l m  f o o t a g e  
uncovered recently by Tim Dins­
d a l e , pr o v i d e d  t he n e e d e d  
hi s t ori c al f o unda t io n  for the 
sympos ium, and it also served as 
a po int o f  departure for o ther 
s y mp o s ium speakers. 

The s e c ond pre s ent a t i on w a s  
b y  R o y  P .  M a c k al, a U n i vers i ty 
of C h i c a g o  b i o che m i s t  who had 
served as the Bure au' s  research 
direc t or and now s e rv e s  a s  I SC 
V i c e  P r e s i de n t .  H e  i s  a l s o  
author o f  the book The Monsters 
of Loch Ne s s .  In h i s  t a l k, 
ent i tle d "The B i olo gy o f  the 
Loch Ne s s  Mons ter," Dr. M a ck al 
rev iewed all the pos sible Nes s ie 
candidate s, from i n v e rt ebra t e s  
t o  mammals, po int ing o u t  the 
pros and cons of e ach hypothe s is 
in relation to our knowledge of 
eco l ogy and phys iology. 

Dr. Mackal concluded that no 
hypothes i s  is completely sat is­
fac t ory i n  terms o f  t he eyewi t­
ne s s , s onar, and pho t ograph i c  
e v i dence, b u t  h i s  t alk repre ­
sented an excellent o verv iew of 
the biolog ical problems present­
ed by Ne s s i e  report s .  He also 
d i s c u s s e d  the "trapped" v ers u s  
the "transient" hypothes i s ;  that 
i s, w h e ther the Ne s s  animal s - ­
a n d  t h o s e  a t  o t h e r "mo n s t e r  
lakes"--are physically res trict­
ed ( a nd t h u s  e c o l o g i c a l ly 
r e s tr i c t e d )  t o  t he l o ch ,  o r  
whether they inhabi t  ei ther loch 
or sea by preference. 

H e nry H. Bauer, a pro f e s s or 
o f  chem i s try a t  V i rg i n i a  P oly ­
t e c hn i c  I n s t i t u t e  a n d  S t a t e  
Uni versi ty, was the next speak­
er. Dr. Bauer, a u t hor of the 
recent b o o k  The E n i g ma of L o ch 
Ne s s ,  spoke on "P ubl i c  P e rcep-: 
t ion and the Loch Nes s  Monster," 
and he rev iewed media attitudes 
t o w a r d s  N e s s i e  b a s e d  o n  h i s 
analys i s  of newspaper and maga­
z ine article s published over the 
pas t 50 years. 

U s ing graphs to i llu s trate 
hi s points, Dr. Bauer re v i e w e d  
how the media had treated Nes s ie 
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reports in the pre - and post-war 
era s ,  w i th an i n cre a s e  of p o s i ­
t i v e c o v erage in the 1 970 ' s .  
O v erall, h e  has f ound f ac t ors 
o ther than the quali ty of the 
e v ide n c e  t o  ha v e  a f f e c t e d  the 
a m o u n t  a n d  n a t ur e  o f  me d i a  
coverage o f  Nes s ie. Dr. Bauer's 
presentat ion was an extens ion of 
a paper publi s he d  in Vol. l o f  
Cryptozoology ( 1 982) . 

The fourth speaker was Cana­
d i a n  o c e an o gr aphe r P a u l H .  
LeBlond, who reported o n  t he 
re s ult s o f  h i s  ana ly s i s  of the 
f a m o u s  W i l s o n  ( " s urg e on ' s " )  
photo, t a k e n  i n  1 934. The of f i ­
c i al t i tle w a s : "The W i ls on 
Nes s ie Photo : A S ize Determina­
t i on Ba s e d  on Phy s i c a l  Prin­
c iple s . "  By de t e r m i n i n g  the 
w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  and w i nd 
speed near Loch Nes s  on the date 
i n  q u e s t i on t hr o u gh Br i t i s h 
meteorological records, as we l l  

Paul LeBlond. 

a s  a n  a n a ly s i s  o f  t he pho t o  
i t s e l f ,  Dr. LeBlond, through 
v ar i o u s  c a l c ula t i ons, has been 
able to est imate the length of 
the adj acent wind waves appear­
i n g  i n  t h e  p h o t o gr aph, t h u s 
g i v ing a s c ale f or e s t ima t ing 
the obj e c t ' s  s i z e .  

The ob j e c t  w a s  f o und t o  b e  
a b o u t  1 . 2  me ters (4 f e e t )  i n  
height. This would e l iminate the 
hyp o the s i s  tha t t he ob j e c t  was 
an o t t er ' s  t a il (or n e c k ) ,  as 
h a s  been propos ed, a s  well as 
t h e b i r d h y p o t h e s i s .  D r .  
LeBlond, who i s  cha irman o f  the 
Departme nt of O c e anography at 
the Uni vers i ty of Bri tish Colum­
bia, conducted a s imilar analy­
s i s  on the Mans i photo from Lake 
Champlain several years ago, the 
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results of which were published 
in V o l. 1 o f  C r y ptOZo o l o g y  
( 1 982) . A r e s e a r ch report b a s e d  
on h i s  E d inb u r gh p r e s e nt a t i on 
ha s j us t  appe a r e d  in Vol. 6 o f  
Cryp t o zoology (1987) .  

F ollow i ng lunch, the a f t e r ­
n o o n  s e s s i o n i n c l u d e d  t hree 
pr e s enta t i ons by le a d i ng L o ch 
Ne s s  f i eld work e r s. The f ir s t  
was b y  Englishman Adrian Shine, 
l e a d e r  o f  t he L o ch N e s s  a n d  
M o r a r  P r o j e c t , whi ch ha s be en 
conducting an ongoing search for 
Ne s s i e  f o r  many y e a r s. In h i s  
talk, enti tled "Recent Fieldwork 
by the Loch Ne s s  and M o r a r  Pro­
j e c t , "  M r. Shine t alk e d  l i t tle 
of Nes s ie searching i tself , but, 
r athe r ,  r e v i ewe d the b i ology , 
ecology , and g eneral l i mnology 
of t he lo ch. V i d e o  o f  t he lake 
bed taken by a remote camera was 
also s hown. M r. Sh ine s t a t e d  
tha t ,  in c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h 
Lowr anc e E 1 e c troni c s , I nc.,  o f  
Tulsa, Oklahoma, his group would 
s o on e mb ark on t he mo s t  e x t en­
s i ve sonar search e ver conducted 
at Loch Nes s .  

The n e x t  spe ak e r  w a s  Rob ert 
H. R i ne s ,  pre s i dent o f  the A c a ­
d e my o f  A p p l i e d  S c i e n c e , i n  
Bos ton, Massachusetts , the other 
ex isting group which has worked 
mos t a t  Loch Ne s s. Dr. R i ne s •s 
t alk w a s  ent i tle d "A Re view o f  
Re s e arch Contr ib u t i ons t o  Da t e  
of the Ac ademy o f  Appl i e d  S c i ­
ence a t  Loch Ness." He r e v iewed 
the h i s tory of AAS w o r k  at the 
loch, including the acquisit ion 
in t he 1 97 0 1 s  o f  r e m a r k a b l e  
underwater photos (see hi s 1982 
article in Vol. 1 of Cryptozool­
ogy ) .  Dr. R ines , a phy s i c i s t  and 
patent a t to r ne y ,  d i s c u s s e d  t he 
n a t ur e  o f  t h e  s i d e - s c an n i n g  
sonar which has been used by the 
Aca demy , and , in a ha r d -hi t t ing 
conclusion, he went on to c r i t i­
c ize the debunkers and "wri ters 
of book s "  who had , in re c en t  
ye ars , a t t e mp t e d  t o  d i s c r e d i t  
the Ac ademy • s pho to g r ah i c  and 
sonar e v idence. 

Dr. Rines also revealed that 
the A c a d e my w a s  p l an n i n g  t o  
increase i ts ef fort a t  Loch Ness 

a g a i n ,  a f te r  s e v eral y e a r s  of 
low-key ac t i v i ty ,  and that new, 
pre viously clas s i f ied electronic 
equ ipment on loan f r om the U.S. 
N a v y  w o u l d  b e  d e p l o y e d. H e  
s tated that this equipment would 
re volut ionize work in the murky, 
peat-stained waters of the loch, 
B r i t a i n • s  l a r g e s t  l a k e .  

T h e  l a s t  s p e a k e r  o f  t h e  
af ternoon ses s ion--and the s ym­
po s i um - -w a s  Br i t i sh Loch Ne s s  
i n v e s t i g a tor T i m  D i n s dale , who 
has s e a r che d c ont inually f or 
Ne s s i e  s in c e  t ak i ng hi s f amous 
1960 f i 1 m  f o o t ag e. W i th o v e r  50 
e xp e d i t i ons , he has spent more 
t i m e  a t  t he l o c h - - t r y i n g  t o  
obta in the n e e d e d  pho t o graph i c  
evidence t o  prove Ne ss ie•s exis­
t e nc e - - than any o ther mons ter 
hunt e r ,  abandoning his p r o f e s ­
s ion a s  an aeronaut ical engineer 
t o  do s o. 

Mr. Dinsdale was introduced 
by hi s old friend and colleague 
Roy M a ckal ,  who - - t o  e v e ry one•s 
s urpri s e ,  inclu d in g  M r. D i n s ­
dale 1s - - announc e d  tha t ,  by a 
spe c i al v ot e  of the B o a r d  o f  
Directors , Mr. Dinsdale had j us t  
been elected a n  Honorary Member 
of t he S o c i e ty ,  t og e ther w i th 
thre e o the r ind i v i d u a  1 s (Se e 
sepa r a t e  a r t i cle , t h i s  i s s u e ) .  
Dr. M ac k a l  re a d  a t e x t  wh i ch he 
had s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e B o a r d  
re v iewing Mr. Dinsdale1s almost 
30 y e ars o f  work a t  L o ch Ne s s ,  
a n d  M r. D i n s d a l e , s o m e w h a t 
s t u n n e d b y  t h e u n e x p e c t e d 
announcement , went on to accept 
the H o no r a ry M e mb e r s hip and t o  
d e  1 i ver h i s  talk. 
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Tim Dinsdale. 

The t alk , ent i tl e d  "Thr e e  
De c a d e s  o f  Ne s s i e  Hunt i n g : A 
P e r s onal O dy s sey , "  reviewed his 
own Ne s s i e  a c t i v i t i e s  s i n c e  
1960. His presentation was punc­
t u a t e d  b y  s n i p p e t s  o f  f i n e  
humo r , and i t  w a s  illu s tr a t e d  
w i th many pho t o g r aphs o f  h i s  
work a t  t he lo ch. M r. Dinds dale 
als o s howed hi s clas s i c  1 960 
film footage, as well as old and 
rare f ilm f o o t a g e  of w i tnes s 
i n t e r v i e w s .  M r. D i n s d a l e •s 
presentat ion was not intended to 
prove a point ; he s imply wanted 
to share some of his adventures ,  
tho ught s ,  and f e el ing s w i th a 
re c e p t i v e  a u d i e nc e ,  and he w a s  
v e ry w a r mly ac knowle d g e d. H i s  
talk was a fitt ing las t  presen­
tat ion of the Ne s sie sympos ium. 

A f t e r  M r. D i n s dale•s t alk , a 
panel debate involving all the 
spe akers w a s  held , w i th que s ­
t i ons from the a u d i ence. S ome 
i n te r e s t ing d i s c u s s ions took 
place , particularly in light of 
the fact that this was the f irs t 
--and po s s ibly the la s t - - t ime 
that all the maj or liv ing inves­
t igators and authorities on the 
Loch Nes s  Mons ter were together 
in one public forum to exchange 
views . 

Nessie symposium speakers posing for photos following the panel debate. Left to right: Robert 
Rines, Tim Dinsdale, Roy Mackal, Paul LeBlond, Richard Fitter, Henry Bauer, and Adrian 
Shine. 
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Di Francis with mounted Kellas cat. 

T h e  c a t s  s y mpo s i um, held on 
the follow ing day, c ommenc ed 
w i t h  a pre s e nt a t i on by Br i t i s h 
"Big Cat" invest igator Di Fran­
c i s, who spoke on "Th e  C a s e  f or 
t h e  B r i t i s h  B i g  C a t . "  M s .  
Fran c i s ,  a u t hor o f  C a t  C ountry : 
The Ques t  for the British B i g  
Cat, rev iewed her f i eldwork and 
f indings over se veral years, and 
presented e v idence in support of 
the c on tro v ers i al hypot h e s i s  
that a breeding population o f  a 
large , unknown f e l i d  s pe c i e s  
i n h a b i t s  B r i t a i n .  T h e  m o s t  
f a m o u s  i n c i d e n t s h a v e  be e n  
dubbed the "Surrey puma" and the 
"Be a s t  of Exmo or" ( s e e  New s  le t ­
ter, Aut umn, 1 983 ) . 

I n  h e r  t a l k ,  M s .  F r a n c i s  
s t a ted tha t s h e  had c olle c t ed 
hundreds of e y e w i tne s s  report s 
from all over Bri tain going back 
many decades, which indicates a 
nat ionwide pattern. M os t  commu­
n i t i e s , h o w e v e r, h a v e  b e en 
generally unaware that the same 
k inds of s i g h t ings--and s ome ­
times lives tock predation--have 
been reported e 1 s ewhere. She 
also displayed footprint casts-­
which were not of dog footprints 
--showing claw mark s .  The only 
c a t  wh i c h  c ons i s tently l e a v e s  
claw mark s in i t s  tra c k s  i s  the 
che e tah, but her c a s t s  were n o t  
of cheetah tracks. 

M s .  Franc i s  went on to d i s ­
c u s s t h e  b l a c k  c a t s  k i ll e d  
recent.ly i n  Scotland, where she 
now l i v e s , and s he produced a 
mounted spe c imen. Now known as 
the Kella s cats, these f e l i ds 
are about the s i ze of t he E uro-

pean w ild c a t, but are almo s t  
t o t ally bla c k .  There h a s  b e e n  
mu ch spe c ula t ion in Bri t a in a s  
to whe ther t hey a r e  me lani s t i c 
wild cat s, wild cat/ feral domes­
tic cros ses, or a completely new 
species of cat s t ill not recog­
nized by zoology. 

Karl S huker, who had j u s t  
completed a doctorate in zoology 
a t  Bri t a in ' s  B i rmingham Uni ver­
s i ty, wa s the ne x t  spe aker, and 
h e  w e n t  on t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e 
Kellas spec imen he had examined. 
I n  h i s  t a l k ,  e n t i t l e d  " T h e  
Kellas Cat : An Overlooked Felid 
f r o m  S c o t l a n d , "  Dr. S h u k e r  
s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had found a num­
ber of anatomical features s imi­
lar t o  t h o s e  f ound in the w i ld 
cat, and others s imilar to those 
f ound in domes t i c  c a t s . He c on­
c l u d e d ,  h o w e v e r, t h a t  t h e 
se veral spec imens obtained up to 
t h a t  t i m e  w e r e  t o o  s i m i l a r  
ana t om i c ally t o  be f e ral or 
feral/wild cat cros ses. 

Dr. S huker s t a ted t h a t  t here 
were s ome s i mi lari t i e s  be twe en 
t he Kellas c a t s  and a black 
T r a n s c a u c a s i a n w i l d c a t  
de s c ribed in t he 1 920's--s ince 
f allen int o s c i e n t i f i c  d i s ­
repu t e .  I t  i s  pos s ible, h e  pro­
posed, that i t  could be the same 
anima 1 ,  wh i c h  may h a v e  b e e n  
i ntroduced i n t o  Br i t a in by the 
Romans . 

The third presentation of the 
morning ses sion was a j oint talk 
by Lena and · Paul Bot triell, who 
spoke on "The K ing C he e t a h :  A 

Lena BottrielL 
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New Race in the M ak ing?" The 
k ing c h e e t a h, wh i c h  d i splay s 
s tr i k i n g  b l a c k  s tr i p e s ,  w a s  
s c i e nt i f i c ally de s cribed a s  a 
new spe c i e s  in t he 1 920' s ,  but 
mo s t  a uthori t i e s  now regard i t  
a s  a mu t an t .  M r s .  Bo t tr i ell, 
author o f  t h e  r e c e n t  book King 
Chee tah: The Story of the Quest, 
re v iewed the his tory of the k ing 
c h e e t ah, the ir f i eld work in 
A fri c a  tra c k ing down s i g h t ing 
report s --and s k ins--and the ir 
conclus ions . 

I n  t he ir t alk, the Bri t i s h 
invest igators proposed that the 
k ing che e t ah repre s e n t s  a new 
r a c e  in the mak ing. Tha t i s ,  a 
form of cheetah which is rapidly 
adapting to a woodland habi tat-­
rather t han the u s u a l  s a v annah 
c h e e t a h h a b i t a t - - a n d, a s  a 
result, is branching off to form 
i t s  own s ub s pe c i e s ,  repre s ent­
ing, in e f fect, "e volution hap­
pening be fore our eyes." 

The afternoon cat session was 
shorter, with only two presenta­
t i o n s . T h e  f i r s t w a s  by J .  
R i c h ard Gre enwell and Troy L. 
Be s t  on "The Onza : I t s  H i s tory 
and Biology." Mr. Greenwell, who 
serv e s  as S e c re t ary of I SC in 
Tucson, Arizona, and Dr. Bes t, a 
Uni vers i ty of New Mexico mammal-
ogi s t, discussed the his tory of 
Onza f inds s ince the 1930's, and 
concluded with the ir dis section 
of an a c tual spe c i men in 1 986 
( s e e  News le t ter, Spring, 1 986}. 

The Onza is a supposed puma-like 
cat of Mexico ' s  western Sierra 
Madre range reported to be slim­
mer, longer-le gged, and more 
aggressive than the puma. 

Although the l i mb bone s o f  
the new female Onza appear t o  be 
longer than those of an average 
f e m a l e  p u m a ,  t h e y  s t a t e d ,  
f urther b o n e  me a s urements i n  
museum collections--and s tatis­
t i c a l  a n a ly s e s - -ne e d  to be 
undertaken be f ore c onclu s i ons 
c a n  be r e a che d .  B i o c h e m i c a l 
s tudies are also planned. Tenta­
t i v ely, M r. Gre enwell and Dr. 
Be s t  prop o s ed t h a t  the On za may 
repre sent e i t her a new spe c i e s  
of c a t  o r  a s t i ll unde termined 
genetic peculiarity. 
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The las t  presentat ion of the 
c a t s  s y mp o s i u m- - a n d  o f  t h e  
ent ire M e mbers h i p  Meeting- -was 
by V i c tor A. Alb ert, a b i ology 
grad u a t e  s tudent at Brown Un i ­
v ers i ty, i n  Pro v i denc e ,  Rhode 
Island, who spoke on the Queens ­
l a n d T i g e r . H i s  t a l k  w a s  
ent itled: "The Queensland Ti ger­
C a t :  E v i dence for t h e  P o s s ible 
Surv i v al of the Marsupial Lion, 
Thylacoleo, Int o R e c en t  T i me s ." 
Mr. Albert re v iewed a series of 
eyewitnes s reports from Que ens ­
land, Aus tral i a, wh i c h  t e nd t o  
support the hypothesis that the 
P le i s t o c e ne mars up i al " s abre ­
t o o t h e d  c a t "  T h y l a c o l e o  m a y  
st ill surv i v e. 

Victor Albert. 

1988 MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING 

The Society's 1988 Membership 
M e e t ing h a s  b e e n  s c h e duled f or 
Sa turday, May 14, at the Uni ver­
s i ty of Maryland, College Park. 
Tne M e e t ing i s  b e ing organ i z ed 
b y  I S C  B o a r d  m e mb e r  E u g e n i e  
C la r k , o f  t h e  D e p a r t me n t  o f  
Z oology, w h i c h  i s  hos t ing the 
meeting. The meet ing i s  to begin 
at 10:00 a.m. in Room 1 250 o f  
the Zoology-Psychology Building. 
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s p e a k e r s  a n d  
topics have been s cheduled: 

--" Searching for Crypt ic Deep­
Se a S h a r k s , "  by E u g e n i e  
Clark 

Al t h o u g h  t h e  e v i d e n c e  i s  
s k e t c hy, M r. Albert prop o s e d  
t h a t  t he e v i d e n c e  t h a t  d o e s  
e x i s t i s  indi c a t i v e  o f  Thyla­
c ol e o  ra ther than the t hyla ­
c ine--the marsupial "wolf " which 
s uppo s e dly b e c ame e x t inc t on 
ma i n l a n d  A u s t r a l i a s e v e r a l  
thou s and y e ars a g o ,  and wh i c h  
some cryptozoolo g i c al a u t hor i ­
ties have proposed a s  an expla­
na t i on f o r  Q u e e n s l a n d  T i g e r  
report s. M r. Albert s t a t e d  t h a t  
he plans to v i s i t  Aus trali a to 
d e t e rm i n e  i f  t h e  Q u e ens land 
Tiger is s t ill be ing reported. 

The 1 987 M e mb e rs h ip M e e t ing 
was certa inly the mos t succes s­
f ul the S o c i e ty h a s  e v er held. 
Furthermore, i t  i s  beli e v e d  t o  
b e  t he f ir s t  t ime t h a t  a s c i en ­
t i f i c  ins t i t u t i on h a s  h o s t e d  a 
meet ing on the Loch Ne s s  M ons ter 
(a plann e d  c on f erence at the 

Un i v e rs i ty o f  E d i nburgh in t he 
1970's was cancelled be cause of 
prema ture and s e ns a t i onal pub­
licity ) .  Following the meet ing, 
some members t o ok a spe c i ally 
arrang e d  b u s  t our to Loch Ne s s , 
whi c h  i n c l u d e d  a n  o v ern i ght 
s t ay. Th i s  allowe d  t h o s e  who 
would not othe rw i se have had the 
t ime--and had not alre ady done 
so--to v i s i t  the loch i tself. 

Thanks are due to a number of 

- - " T e c h n i q u e s U s e d  in t h e  
Search for Eas tern Cougars," 
by Robert L. Down ing 

--" Do Urs i d  C hara c t eri s t i c s 
Bear on the Yeti Que s t ion?," 
oy Daniel Taylor-Ide 

--"Apply ing Modern Technology 
to M ons ter Hunt ing a t  Lake 
C h a mp l a i n , "  by J o s e p h  w. 
Zarzynski 

--" S e a  S e rpent S igh t ing s o f f  
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ind i v iduals who made the meet ing 
pos s ible: Da v id Heppell, who not 
only c h a ired all t he s e s s i ons 
but made all the local arrange­
me n t s ;  G .  w. A n d e rs o n, t h e  
director o f  the National Museums 
f or agree ing to hos t a me e t ing 
involv ing such a con tro v e rs i al 
topic as cryptozoology - -part icu­
larly the Nes s i e  sympos ium; Jack 
G i b s o n ,  f o r a rr a n g i n g  j o i n t  
sponsorship with the Society for 
the His tory of Na tural H i s tory ; 
a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a l l  o f  t h e  
speakers . 

The S o c i e ty i s  also ple a s e d  
t o  announce tha t t he j o urnal 
Scottish Naturali s t, whose edi­
tor i s  t h e  s a m e  Dr. G i b s o n , 
will shortly be publi shing the 
e d i ted proceedings of the Nes s ie 
s y mpo s i um. The I S C  Bo ard a gre e d  
t o  Dr. G ib s on • s propos al, par­
t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  publ i c a t i on 
will not involve any expense for 
t he S o c i e ty. The pro c e e d i n g s  
will appear as t h e  1988 �enten­
n i a l i s s u e  o f  t h e S c o t t i sh 
Naturalis t--a very fitt ing trib­
ute to Nes sie. 

This centennial is sue will be 
published in the Autumn of 1988, 
and I S C  me mb ers w i ll rece i v e a 
pr i c e  d i s c o u n t .  D e t a i l s  o n  
ordering will appear in a forth­
coming newsletter. 0 

All Soci ety members and the ir 
guests will be very welcome. As 
usual, there is no reg i s tration 
or admi s s ion f e e. The S o c i e ty 
doe s not make any bo te l or meal 
boox ings, so members wishing to 
a t t end s ho uld mak e  the ir own 
arrangements. A more de ta iled 
f orm le t t er and a program are 
be ing ma iled to all E a s t C o a s t 
members. T h o s e  w i s h ing add i ­
tional information are reques ted 
to call the Secretariat at (602) 
884-8369. 0 

the E a s t ern S e aboard S ince 1r------------------� 
t he u . s .  C i v i l W a r , "  b y  
M a lcolm J .  Bowman and Gary 
S. Mang iacopra 

--"A Chronology of S ignif icant 
Chessie Events in Chesapeake 
Bay," by M i chael A. Frizzell 
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DEEP SCAN 
A f u l l  report on Opera t i on 

Deepscan, conducted recently at 
Loch Nes s, will be presented in 
the Spring, 1988, issue. 
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GIANT BEAR SOUGHT BY SOVIETS 
I n 1 a t e Sept e robe r , 1 9 8 7 , UP I 

carried a report from the Soviet 

newspaper Pravda on a supposed 

giant bear inhabiting the far 
northeastern Kamchatka region, 

not far from the U.S. Aleutian 

I slands. Said to weigh over a 

ton, the bear has reportedly 
been sighted for many years by 

local reindeer breeders, who 

call it irquiem. 

More recently, two other pub-

1 ica tions have shed new 1 ight 

on the s u b ject . First, an 
article appeared in the magazine 
Hunting and Hunting Industry 

(No. 9, 1987), and an English 

translation has been provided to 

the Editor by Soviet I SC Board 

member Dmitri Ba y a n ov . The 

article is by Nikolaj K. Veresh­

chagin, a marnmalogist at the 

Zoological Institute of the USSR 
Academy of Sciences, in Lenin­
grad. 

"Last winter I received an 

interest ing letter from the 

north of the Kamchatka Region," 

states Dr. Vereshchagin. "Its 

a uthor, 36 - y ear-old hu nter 

Rodion Nikolaevich Sivolobov, 
reports that, according to the 

evidence collected over a 10-
year period, they encounter, on 

rare occasions, another kind of 

meters, and its weight is up to 

1.5 tons. 

"The Koryaks and Chukchees 

ca 1 1  it Kainyn-kutkho ('God­
bea r'), an d another name i s  

irquiem," continues Dr. Veresh­

chagen. "It is rare, but in the 

O l y utorsk, Karaginsk, and 

Tigilsk districts, local rein­

deer breeders killed irquiern in 

1976, 1980, and 1982. 

"What kind of animal is 

this'.?... Only 10-12,000 years 

ago, the last specimens of of 

the gigantic short-muzzled bear 

Arctodus simus r oamed No rth 
America, from Alaska to Califor­

nia. American scientists believe 
Arctodus to have bee n  the 
largest land predator of the 
mamma 1 age.... What if Arcto­

dus, having died out in America, 

is extant in the Chukchee and 

Kamchatka peninsulas? What if 

i r q uiem is a t r i m m e d - d o w n 

descendant of Arctodus?! There 

could be no better solution to 
the riddle." 

Dr. Vereshchagen concludes 

with a hope for further develop­
ments: "Of course, I wrote back 

••• and asked him to send me just 

one tooth or a fragment of a 
bone of the irquiem from the 

bear which is twice as big as reindeer breeders' camps. Let's 

the usual brown bear. Its height I wait and see, but in the mean­

at the withers r eaches 1.5 time the information must be 
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fauna in background. (Columbia University Press.) 

6 

spread far and wide, as well as 

the call to conserve the last 
specimens of giants." 

I t  should be noted that Dr. 

Vereshchagen is an internation­

ally r ecognized zoologist, 

specializing in the ecology, 

zoogeography, ana paleontology 

of Soviet mammals. His postulat­

ing that Arctodus may survive 
today as a "living fossil "  in 
the form of the irquiem is a 
bold step. Arctodus simus, was a 

rela t i v e l y  s ho rt-bodied but 

long-legged bear of the North 

Ame rican P l e istocene. I t  is 

thought that the species had a 

fleetness of foot unusual for a 
bear, and it was undoubtedly a 
ferocious predator. I ts face 

was short, and its muzzle broad 
--like with the big cats. It was 

found throughout most of North 

America to Mexico, and it has 

been proposed that its demise 

may have been due to competition 

from brown bears. 

The second article on this 
n e w  cry ptozoological cla im 

appeared in an article entitled 

"Hunt for the I ce Age Monster," 
in the December, 1987 issue of 

Pravda Monthly, which is pub­
lished in English. The author, 

Pravda correspondent A. Andre­

shin, had traveled to the vil­

la ge of T i l i c h iki, in the 

Koryask Autonomous Region, to 

meet with Sivolobov shortly 
before ne was to start another 
search for physical evidence of 

the mysterious carnivore. 

"Our descendants will never 

forgive us if the 20th century 

allows such an unusual member of 

the anima 1 kingdom to die out," 
Sivolobov is quoted as saying. 

"'rhere is a very rea 1 danger of 

this happening. That is why I 

decided to go on another expedi­

tion." A firefighter by train­

ing, Si volobov is a lso an 
experienced tundra hunter. 

Correspondent Androsnin says 

that Sivolobov has collected 
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se veral dozen eyewitnes s  reports 
o f  the g i ant be ar, ma i nly from 
re indeer breeders and herdsmen. 
Androshin describe s the bear as 
ha v ing " • • •  short b a c k  1 egs and 
a head which looks very sma 1 1  in 
prop ort i on to i ts body.... I t  
would s e e m  that i t  c annot run, 
but mo ves in an almost caterpil­
l ar-like way, throwing down its 
forepaws and he a v ing the b a c k  
one s u p  t o  me e t  them." 

The s hort b a c k  legs and the 
astonishing locomotary beha vior 
de s cribed does not s e en1 to c or­
relate with the rapid, predatory 
beha v i or of A. s imus, a 1 thou gh 
it is pos sible-

that the behav ior 
described i s  a mere folk embel­
lishment meant for the enj oyment 
o f  the l i s t e n e r. I t  is a l s o 
p o s s ible that� s imus may ha v e  
e v ol v e d  into a shorter-legged 
urs id s ince the Pleistocene. 

In the spring of 1987, the 
article states, Si volobov final­
l y  manag e d  to obta in a s k in o f  
the supposed animal, now hanging 

in h i s  home in Ti 1 i ch i k i. H e  
sent samples from the skin--and 
a photograph o f  i t--to z oolo­
gi sts in M o s c ow and Leningrad. 
Hi s e v i d e n c e  r e c e i v ed m i x e d  
re a c t i ons. The y ha v e  a s k e d  him 
to obta in a s k ull, or at le a s t  
s ome te e th, a n d  th i s  h e  i s  now 
determined to do. 

"Th i s  time I am not go ing 
into the tundra alone," S i volo­
bo v state s. "S omeone i s  c om i ng 
to help me. I ' m  re ady to spend 
my entire annual le a v e  on th i s  
one. I f  I don't get what I ne ed 
thi s time, the n I 'll go aga in. 
Actu ally, in the end I don ' t  
c are what t h e  irqu i e m  turns o ut 
to be, whether i t's j u s t  a huge 
b e ar or a de s c endant from the 
I c e  Age. The ma in th ing is to 
draw b a c k  the v e i l of my stery 
s urround ing i t, and to f ind out 
once and for all what exactly it 
is . "  

C orre spondent Androshin also 
approached Dr. Vereshchagin for 
h i s  p e r s o n a l  op i n i o n on the 

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 
At y e ar ' s  end, the S o c i e ty 

had a total of almo s t  800 mem­
bers, repre s e nt ing a slow b ut 
s t e a d y c l i mb .  T h a n k s t o  the 
genero s i ty of 125 Su sta in ing 
M e mbers and thre e Bene f a ctors , 
we were aga in able to me e t  all 
our operat ing expens e s - - i f  not 
our deadlines. I must apologize 
f or the tard i ne s s  of th i s  l a s t  
1987 newsletter, a lthough Vo l. 6 
of the j ourna l appeared more on 
schedule . 

P art of the reason f or the 
de l ay of th i s  part i c ular new s ­
le tter i s  due t o  two f a ctors. 
First, our computer, originally 
donated by Bene f a ctor Kurt Von 
N i e d a ,  h a s g o n e  to tha t b i g 
s o f tw e a r  me a d o w  i n  the s k y . 
This me ans the Soci ety will ha ve 
to purcha se a new c omputer out 
of normal operating funds, which 
it re ally cannot a f f ord to do. 
The m a c h i n e  wh i c h ha s b e e n  
sele cted, f or almo st e x a ctly 
$1,000, is an IBM clone manufac-

tured by T u s sey C omputer Pro­
ducts, a Swan XT Mono S y s te m. 
Th i s  m a c h i n e  t a k e s  the m o r e  
c ompatible 5-1/4" d i s k s -- our 
pre v i o u s  Xerox c omputer took 
only 8" di s k s. We b e li e v e that 
our old D i ablo pri nter w i ll be 
c ompatible with the new c om­
puter. 

The other prob l em i s  a n e ed 
to relo c a t e  q u a rt e r s  b e f o r e  
l ong. S i nce 1985, the S o c i ety 
has sublet a modest of fice from 
a word pro c e s s ing f irm for a 
very low rent. Thi s  arrangement 
i s  be ing term inated, and the 
S o c i e ty must now f ind new quar­
t e r s .  Al m o s t  c e rt a i n l y , the 
Society's rental costs will now 
also o e  in cre a s ing, and, c om­
bined with the computer expense, 
wi 1 1  resu 1 t in higher o v er a 1 1  
operating expenses for 1988. 

Thu s, the s upport o f  members 
in the form of added donations-­
mak ing them S u sta ining M e mbers 
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matter. Dr. Ve re s hchag i n, who 
also s e r v e s  a s  Dep uty Cha irman 
o f  the Ac ademy ' s  C ommi tte e on 
M ammoths, is quoted as stating: 
" ••• the re ader wo uld be r i ght to 
a s k  w h e t h e r  i t  i s , in f a c t, 
po s s i b l e  for animals wh i c h  we 
had thought extinct to be still 
1 i v ing s omewhere in the wor 1 d. 
F o r  e x a mp l e ,  t h e  m y s t e r i o u s  
dinos aurs o f  the C ongo swamps, 
or the remark able f i s h  at the 
bottom of the P a c i f i c O c e an. I 
think it is perfect l y  pos s ible, 
e s pe c i ally whe n we are talk ing 
a b o u t m a r i n e  l i f e  • • • •  S o , I 
would s ay that M r. S i v olobo v ' s  
work de s erv e s  o ur s upport and 
encouragement • • • •  " 

Dr. Vereshchag in c onclude s :  
"I personally do not i n  any way 
ex clude the pos s ib i li ty that 
there i s  an e ighth spe c i e s  o f  
b e ar i n  the world today. The 
the ory that it c o uld be a clo s e  
relat i v e  o f  an e x t inct I c e Age 
b e a r do e s  n o t  s e e m  s o  f a r ­
fetched e ither." o 

f or 1988--wou l d  be v ery mu ch 
a p pr e c i a t e d. T h o s e  m e mb e r s 
w i shing to he lp o ut with the 
purcha s e  o f  the new c omputer 
should e armark the ir donati ons 
to "Computer Fund." A full list­
ing of contributors and amounts 
donated w i ll be run in a f uture 
newsletter, as well as deta ils 
on the relocation of the Secre­
tariat. 

M e anwh ile , we a sk f or mem­
oers ' patience until we reorgan­
ize and get the newsletters back 
on schedule. 

J. Richard Greenwell 
Editor 

'�e should treat ou r minds as 
inn ocent and ingenu ous children 
whose guardian we are--be care­
ful wha t objects and  wha t 
su bjects w e  thr ust o n  their 
attention." 

Henry David Thoreau 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERS 
Thanks to the cont inued sup­

p o r t  o f  i t s B e n e f a c t o r s  a n d  
Sustaining Members, the Society 
w a s  a g a i n  a b l e  t o  m e e t  i t s 
f i nancial obligations dur ing the 
1 987 f i s c al y e ar. The S e c r e ­
t a r i a t  i s  ple a s e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  
tha t 1 25 memb e r s  c o n t r i b u t e d  
addi t i o n a l  f u n d s  b e y o n d  t h e 
normal $25 membership fee dur ing 
the ye a r ,  a u t o ma t i c ally mak i n g  
t h e m  S u s t a i n i n g  M e mb e r s .  Thi s  
i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  e ve r . M o s t  
S u s t a i n i n g  M e mb e r s  a d d e d  $5 o r  
$10 when sending i n  the ir r�new­
al checks or when f i r s t  j oining. 
Othe r s  a r e  eve n  mor e  g e n e r o u s ,  
w i th amoun t s  o f  $50, $100 o r  
h i ghe r. The Of f i c e r s  and B o a r d  
Members of the Society a r e  very 
g r a t e f u l  f o r  the s e  c o n tr i b u ­
t ions, which help close the gap 
b e twe e n  memb e r ship i n c ome and 
ope r a t in g  c o s t s, a g ap wh i ch 
usually amounts to about $10,000 
a y e a r .  

T h e  1 987 S u s t a in i n g  M e mb e r s  
are : 

Victor Albert, Robert Ash, 
Greg Aten, Ronald Banis ter, 
Tamara Bartholomew, Dominic 
Belf ield, Wally Bellows, Franc is 
Bernard, William Bevins, James 
Brewer, Brett Brunner, Bruce and 
Beverley Burgess, Boyd Carr ick, 
Wayne Cermak, Joseph C iano, 
Chri s  and M adi Cousins, Loren 
Coleman, Bla ir Cooke, Darryl 
Coon, Peter Crall, Louise 

Deadman, Marc DeLamater, David 
De Lucca, Franzi ska Dokter, Alex 
Downs, III, William Dragovan, 
Clinton Drymon, Conrad Durs t, 
George Earley, Tim Edwards, 
Richard Ellis, David Flood, 
Robert Floyd, Errol Fuller, 
Hazel Gallas and Chris t ine 
Smi th, Rus sell Gebhart, J.O. 

Gelderloos, Charles Gent ile, Dan 
Get tinger, Gary Gieseke, Daniel 
Gilbert, Brandon Gilmore, David 
Gipson, Shirley Gipson, Dennis 
Glavin, Eric Gothard, Benoit 
Grison, Richard Guilmette, Mark 
Hall, Willard Hart, Wayne 
Har ri s, Peter Hartmann, John 
Heckman, Richard He iden, James 
Hewkin, Richard Hobbs, Seth 
Hoenig, Geof frey Hunt, Woodson 
Johnson, Joseph Joyce, David 
Judge, Chr i s t  Kanoles, Phil Keb, 
M ichael and Laura Keene, Donald 
Kellar, L.J. Kendall, P e ter 
Kirkham, Mark Kolodny, Lawrence 
Kuback i, II, Walter Langbein, 
Wendy Lathrop, Paul LeBlond and 
Annette Shaw, Nicholas Le Souef, 
Jan Libourel, Lorna Lloyd, 
Anthony Loredo, Daniel Lyons, 
Glen M cClelland, James M cLeod, 
Roy M ackal, John Maliwacki, Gary 
Mangiacopra, William Mez zono, 
Doug las M iller, Garry 1 M iller. 

Marc M iller, Charles 
M inderhout, Mart in Morgan, Billy 
Mor r ison, Robert Moy, Gloria 
Nease, Tim Norris, Jean Pales i, 
Kevin Pazaski, Maur izio 
Pe t tinelli, Howie P ine, James 

RENEWAL INFORMATION 
With rece ipt of this newslet­

t e r ,  i t  i s  t ime to r enew mem­
bership in the Society for 1 988. 
The good news is that, while all 
other payments members make have 
pr ob ably b e e n  g o i ng up a n d  up 
ove r the y e a r s ,  me mb e r sh i p  i n  
the S o c i e ty h a s  r ema i n e d  c on ­
s t a n t  s i n c e  i t s  f o u n d i n g  i n  
1 98 2. F o r  the s eve n t h  c on s e c u ­
t ive y e a r ,  the a n n u al f e e  i s  
only $25. Th i s  i n clude s, o f  
course, receipt of the quarterly 
newsle t t e r  ( e ve n  i f  they don ' t  
alway s appear quarterly, members 

do eve n t ually r e ce ive all o f  
them!) , a n d  the ann ual j ou r na l, 
Cryptozoology, which runs about 
1 50 pages . 

Be c a u s e  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  c o s t s  
t o  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  i n c  1 u d i n g 
another postal rate hike, we are 
not sur e how long the membership 
f e e  c a n  be k e p t  a t  $25, b u t  i t  
w ill c o n t i nu e  thr ough a t  le a s t  
1988. 

M e mbe r s  a r e  a s k e d  to u s e  t he 
enclosed return-renewal envelope 
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Powell, Peter Pranis, Jr., 
M ichael Pugli ese, Andrew Ragan, 
M i chel Raynal, Herman 
Re ichenbach, Bruce and Jannie 
Rivera, James Robbins, Adam 
Rowen, E ileen Roy, Stanley 
Samuelson, Gabriel Sanchez, 
Ennio Scannapieco, John 
Schaefer, M ichael Shields, 
Chr i stopher Smith, Ted 
S traighten, Joe Swatek, Tokuharu 
Takabayashi, Gavin Tros ter, Hugh 
Trotti, Jr., Anders Tullberg, 
Henry Van Epp, Chr is topher 
Walas, Thomas Wilkinson, Thomas 
Williams, Edmund Wood, Forrest 
Wood, Joseph Z arzynski and Pat 
Meaney . 

Members are aga in encouraged 
to don a t e  a l i t tle e x t r a  to the 
S o c i e t y i n  1 988, w i t h t h e  
r em i n de r  tha t memb e rship r a t e s  
have n o t  i n c r e a s e d  s i n c e  our 
f o u n d i n g  in 1 98 2. Tho s e  memb e r s  
who have not already renewed for 
1 98 8  m a y  d o  s o  b y  u s i n g  t h e  
r e tu r n  e nvelope e nclo s e d  w i th 
th i s  n e w s le t te r .  F o r  tho s e  who 
have already renewed, donat ions 
may be made a t  any t ime of the 
y e ar - - u s ing the e n closed enve­
lope i f  they l ik e - - t o  qual i fy 
f o r  S u s t a in i n g  M e mbe r ship. All 
donations are tax deduct ible for 
u.s. me mbe r s ; the S o c i e ty ' s  IRS 
T ax Ide n t i f i c a t i o n  No. is 94-
291 5 1 29 .  

The S o c i e ty i s  par t i c ularly 
i ndeb t e d  t o  Be n e f a c t o r s  Rob e r t  
Do r i o n, Edward "Ne d" W i n n, and 
C ou n t  F.C . Z e dl i t z, f o r  the i r  
generous support during 1987. o 

w h e n e ve r p o s s i b l e ,  as the s e  
e nvelope s  a r e  u s e d  t o  e n t e r  
r e newal i n f or ma t i o n  i n t o  the 
computer (the name/address label 
used to mail this newsletter is 
o f  a spe c i al kind whi ch c a n  be 
peeled o f f  and a f f i x e d  to the 
re turn envelope ; please indicate 
any changes clearly) .  

Whi le r e n ew i n g  wi tho u t  the 
e nve lope is p e r f e c tly val i d, 
pa s t  expe r i e n c e  has s hown that 
fewe r p r o c e s s i ng e r ros o c c ur 
whe n the envelop e s  thems elve s 
are returned. Members in other 
c o u n t r i e s  who a r e  p a y i n g  b y  
internat ional pos tal money order 
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or bank draft are also reques ted 
to s e nd the s e  e n v elop e s  in t o  
e i the r the Swi t z e rland o r  Ar i ­
zona Secretariat. 

For those who can af ford i t, a 
l i t tle e x t r a  added o n  t o  the 
me mb e r s h ip f e e  would be much 
appreciated, and a u t oma t i c ally 
makes the contributor a Sustain-

JOHN NAPIER 
1917-1987 

We regret to announ ce the 
death, on Augus t 29, 1987, of 
Bri t ish p ri m a t ol ogi s t  Joh n 
Napiei¥, at age 7 0. He had been 
an Honora.r-:1 Member of the Soci­
ety sin ce its founding in 1982. 
Napier, who had lived in retire­
ment on the Isle of Mul l, S cot­
l and, for several years, was 
wel l k nown to Society members 
for his interest in the S as­
quat ch. He was one of the few 
primate experts wi l ling to pub­
licly entertain the possibility 
that such an animal could exist. 
H� was also regarded as one of 
the world's leading thinkers in 
the evol ution and fun c t ional 
morphology of primates, includ­
ing h u mans. Th e fol l owing 
obituary is by Mary-El len Mor­
beck, a physical anthropologist 
at the University of Arizona, 
who knew Napier and nis work 
well. 

The death of John Napier ends 
a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  c a r e e r  i n  
s c i e n c e  and publ i c  e d u c a t i on.  
Nap i e r ' s  w o r k  w a s  p r i m a r i l y  
r e la t e d  t o  t h e  a n a t o my o f  
humans, our closes t li v ing pri­
ma te r ela t i v e s, and our f o s s il 
a n c e s t o r s .  T h i s  w a s  n o t  
restricted to nar row or obscure 
areas of research, howe ver, as 
he always appl i e d h i s  c on c ep t s  
to a b r o a d  v i ew o f  pr ima t e  e v o ­
lu t i o n. H i s  v i ews h a d  a t r emen­
dous i mp a c t  on pr i ma t ology and 
wha t  it me ans t o  be a pr ima te. 
It can b e  s t a t e d  that hi s work 
prov ided the f irst comprehens ive 
da ta b a s e  o f  pr ima t e  b i ology, 
b e h a v i o r ,  a n d, t o  a l e s s e r  
e x t e n t ,  e c ology ; i t  c e r t a i nly 
changed the direction of pr imate 
studies in the 1 960's.  

ing Member for the year (and the 
do n a t i o n  i s  t ax - de d u c t ible f o r  
u.s. m e moe r s ) . T h i s w o uld b e  
pa r t i c ul a r ly w e l c ome this year 
b e c a u s e  of the n e w  c o mp u t e r the 
S o c iety is ha v i n g  to p u r cha s e  
(see separate article ) .  

T h e  c o n t i n u e d  s uppo r t  a n d  
c o ope r a t i o n  o f  all memb e r s  i s  
much appreciated. o 

John Nap i e r  w a s  o r i g i n ally 
tra ined as a clini cal anatomis t, 
be ing introduced to fos s il pri­
ma te s b y  S i r  W i l f r e d  E. L e G r o s  
C l a r k .  I n  t he 1 950 ' s  and 1 9 6 0 ' s  
h e  w o r k e d  o n  the a n a t o my and 
mo v e me n t  capab il i t i e s  of the 
huma n hand, la t e r  mo v i n g  on to 
lo c omo t i on and p o s t u r e  and the 
e v olu t i o n  of huma n b ipedal i s m. 
I n  the la t e  1 950' s , he i n t e r ­
p r e t e d f o r m  a n d  fu n c t i o n  i n  
fos s il primates, wi th the f ir s t  
maj or work on Proconsul in 1 959. 
I t  w a s  the n  tha t he de v e lop e d  
hi s i de a s  a b o u t  t h e  r e la t io n ­
ships be tween anatomy and loco­
mot i o n, e s pe c i ally lo c omotor 
c a t e g o r i e s ,  and the s e  e v ol v e d  
into his broad view of primates, 
including humans. In the 1960's, 
w i th the d i s c o v e r y  o f  f o s s i l 
ho m i n i d s i n  E a s t  A f r i c a ,  h e  
undertook the inte rpr e t a t i o n o f  
the function of many bones, and, 
toge the r  w i th Lo u i s  Le a k e y  and 
Phillip Tob i a s ,  he de s c r ib e d  
Homo habilis, now recognized as 
t he e a r l i e s t  s p e c i e s  i n  t he 
human g e n u s .  

A f t e r  f o u n d i n g  t he U n i t  o f  
P r ima t ology a t  t h e  Royal F r e e  
Hospi tal School of Medic ine, in 
London, Napie r  went on to estab­
l i s h  a n d  d i r e c t  t he P r i m a t e  
B i o l o g y  P r o g r a m a t  t h e  U . S .  
Nat ional M useum o f  Natural His­
tory, Smi th s o n i an I n s t i t u t i on, 
in W a s h i n g t o n , D . C .  I t  w a s  
d u r i n g  t h i s p e r i o d  t h a t h e  
became interested i n  the problem 
of the repo r t e d  Nor th Ame r i c an 
S a squa t c h, and he w a s  p a r t i c u ­
larly interes ted in the anatomi­
cal p r oblems p r e s e n ted by the 
"cr ipple foot" tracks found near 
Bo s sburg, W a s hing t o n, in 1 96 9-
70. He s umma r i zed hi s thoughts 
a n a  f i ndi n g s  i n  a 1 97 2  b o o k  
ent i tled Bigfoot : The Yeti and 
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John Napier. (Rene Dahinden.) 

Sasquatch in Myth and Reality, 
in whi ch he c o ne 1 u d e d, in v e ry 
g u a r ded te rms, tha t  the S a s ­
quatch w a s  r e al. H e  expr e s s e d 
grave doubts about the supposed 
H i mala y a n  Y e t i , a l t h o u g h h e  
changed this view j us t  pr ior t o  
h i s  de a th. 

A f t e r  h i s  t e n u r e  a t  t he 
Smithsonian, Napier retur ned to 
England and went on to es tablish 
a pr imate b i ology pr o g r am a t  
Queen Elizabeth College, Univer­
s i ty of London, and, before his 
r e t i r e m e n t  to S c o t l a n d ,  he 
s e r v e d  a s  a v i s i t i ng p r o f e s sor 
at Birkbeck College, Uni vers i ty 
o f  L o n do n .  It w o ul d  n o t  b e  
pos s ible t o  l i s t  all h i s  ma j o r 
published works here. One of his 
b o o k s ,  A H andbook of L i v i n g  
P r i ma t e s  ( 1 96 7 ) ,  c o - a u t ho r e d  
w i th h i s  w i f e  P r ue ,  i s  s t ill an 
important refe r e n c e  work today.  
T h e y h a d  t e a m e d up a g a i n 
recently to produce The Natural 
History of the Pr imates (1985) . 

J ohn Nap i e r ' s  de a th doe s not 
j u s t  e nd a ma j o r chap t e r  i n  the 
a n n als of p r i ma t ology . We ha v e  
also los t a great thinker, and 
a person with a bold, enthus ias­
t i c p e r s o n a l i t y who had a 
genuine sense of explorat ion. 

Mary-Ellen Morbeck 
Department of Anthropology 
The Univers i ty of Ar izona 
Tu cson, Ari zona, U . S . A .  
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NEW HONORARY MEMBERS 
By special vote of the Board 

of Directors, four individuals 

have been elected Honorary Mem­
bers of the Society. The indi­

viduals are Tim Dinsdale, a 

principal field investigator of 

the Loch Ness M o nster, John 

Green, a leading authority and 

principal bibliographer of the 

Sasquatch, Lord John Hunt, Brit­

ish mountaineer and long-time 

investigator of the Himalayan 

Yeti, and Robert "Bob" Titmus, a 
principal field investigator of 

the Sasquatch. 

These are the first persons 

elected as Honorary M embers 

since the first eight individ­

uals were so elected upon the 

founding of the Society. Since 

tha t t i me, D a v i d  James (see 

Newsletter, Spring, 1987 ) and 
John Napier (see obituary, this 

issue) have passed away; both-­
coincidentally--were retired on 

the Isle of Mull, Scotland. 

Honorary Membership, which 

includes an automatic Life Mem­

bership with free receipt of 

publications, is bestowed upon 

i n d i v id u a ls based on their 
previous involvement in, commit­

ment to, or support of some area 
of cryptozoology. Such individ­

uals are usual ly at--or close 

to--retirement age. All aspects 

of a candidate's involvement are 

evaluated: status, fame, and 
number of pub 1 ications are not 

necessarily the major considera­

tions. Brief biographies of 

the newly elected Honorary Mem­

bers follow below. 

T i m  Dinsdale, of Reading, 
Eng land, w a s  i n i t i a t ed into 
cryptozoology when, in 1960, he 

filmed a mobile object at Loch 
Ness, which convinced him that 

he had observed the famous "mon­

ster." The film was analyzed by 

a special photointerpretation 

unit of the Royal Air Force, 

which supported that view. This 

episode changed Dinsdale's life 
forever, because, as a conse­

quence, he went on to become 
probab ly the world's most dedi-

Tim Dinsdale. 

cated field cryptozoologist. By 

pro fession, D insdale w a s  an 

aeronautical engineer, a career 

he abandoned in order to dedi­

cate himself to a systematic, 

lifelong study of the Loch Ness 

Monster problem. 

I t  can be stated w i thout 
qualification that, throughout 

the years, Dinsdale has demon­

strated not only a complete 

dedication to the subject, but 

also the most rigorous regard 
for truth and exactitude when 

reporting the results of his 

almost 30 years of research. No 

one--not even the the most cyni­

cal of debunkers--has ever hint­

ed that Dinsdale may not be 
altogether truthful. 

Tim Dinsdale has undertaken 

more then 50 expeditions to Loch 

Ness, having spent more time 

there than any other Nessie 
investigator. Although he has 

preferred to work more or less 
alone, he has always extended 

fu 1 1  cooperation, support, and 

advice to other investigators. 
During the 12-year existence of 
the Loch Nes s I n vestigation 

Bureau, Dinsdale worked closely 

with that group, and he has a}so 

c ooperated w i t h  t he ongoing 

f ie l d w o r k  of the Acade m y  of 
Applied Science (U.S.A.) and the 

Loch Ness a n d  Morar Project 
(U.K.). Dinsdale is the author 
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o f  several books on Nessie, 

including Loch Ness Monster 

(1961, 1972, 1976, 1982), The 

Leviathans (1966), and Project 

Water Hors� ( 197 5 ). 

John Green, of Harrison Hot 

Springs, British Columbia, Can­

ada, has been actively studying 

the Sasquatch problem for over 

30 years. With a newspaper back­

ground--as a writer, editor, and 

publisher--he has always treated 

the problem in an objective, 

•sensible way, and his reputation 

i s  o n e  of tota l  honest y  and 

integrity. His files contain 

the largest collection of case 

records in existence, and he 
has published more information 

on the topic than a n y  other 

investigator, scientist and lay­

man alike. As a result, he is 
considered the leading authority 

on the subject. 

Besides data collect ion, 

Green has also been involved in 

field investigation, including 

i ntervi e w ing w i tnes ses and 
p h o t og r a p h i n g  and casting 

tracks. Green has also set a 

prime example in the Sasquatch 

fie 1 d, which is be league red by 

feuds and controversy, by having 

always made his research files 

available to all legitimate 
investigators, thus stimulating 

increased scientific interest in 
Sasquatch. 

John Green is the author of 

John Green. 
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t h r e e  book l e t s : On the T r a c k  o f  
S asqua t c h  ( 1 968, 1 980 ) , Y e a r  o f  
t h e  S a squ a t c h  ( 1 970 , 1 980 ) , and 
The S a s qua t c h  F i l e  ( 1 97 3 ) , a l l 
of which prov ide important case 
ma t e r i a l .  H i s  de f i n i t i v e book 
Sasquatch: The Apes Among Us 
( 1 978) is c on s i d e r e d  t he mo s t  
comp l ete and authoritat i v e  work 
on this controvers i a l  subj ect. 

John B un t ,  o f  He n l e y - o n ­
T h a m e s ,  E n g l a n d ,  h a s  b e e n  
invo l ved with the Yet i prob l em 
s ince 1937, when he encountered 
w h a t  he b e l i e v e s  w e r e  Y e t i 
t r a c k s  on the Z e mu G l a c i e r  i n  
t h e  H i m a l a y a s .  H e  h a s  s i n c e  
advocated the exi s tence of- -and 
supported invest igat i o n  o f - - the 
Ye t i ,  e v e n  dur i n g  t ime s when 
s u c h  a p o s i t i o n  w a s  n o t  i n  
v o g ue . O v e r  40 y e a r s  a f t e r  h i s  
f i r s t  t r a c k  f i n d ,  i n  1 978, he 
f ound mo r e  t r a c k s  o f  w h a t  he 
thought was a Yeti on the Khumbu 
G l a c i e r - - a f t e r  t r e k k i ng more 
t h a n  200 mi l e s  a c r os s e a s t e r n  
Nepa l .  

A f t e r  g r adua t in g  f r om S a n d ­
hu r s t ,  J ohn Hun t s e r v e d  i n  t h e  
Br i tish Army, and, during Wor l d  
War I I ,  was pos ted t o  the M idd l e  
E a s t ,  I t a l y ,  a n d  G r e e c e .  H e  
subsequent l y  served o n  the staf f 
a t  S upr eme He adqua r ters A l l ied 
P owe r s  E u r ope , and the B r i t i s h  
Army i n  Ge rmany , r e t i r i n g  a s  a 
b r i g a d i e r .  S i n c e  t he n ,  h e  h a s  
served on many government boards 
and c ommi s s i o n s .  He i s  b e t t e r  
k n o w n ,  howe v e r ,  f o r  h i s  moun­
tainee ring exp loits,  which have 
t a k e n  h i m on e x p e d i t i o n s  t o  
E u r o p e , t h e  H i m a l a y a s , t h e  
C a u c a s u s ,  and G r e e n l and. H i s  
g r e a t e s t  a c h i e v e me n t  w a s  u n ­
doub t e d l y  t h a t  o f  l e ad i ng t h e  
1953 Brit ish Mount E veres t Expe­
d i t i o n ,  wh i c h  was t he f i r s t  t o  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  put me n - -E dmund 
H i l l a ry a n d  T e nz i ng Norgay--on 
the s ummi t  of the wo r l d ' s  h i gh­
est p e a k .  

Lord Hunt h a s  served as Pres­
iaent o f  the A l p i n e  C l ub ,  the 
C l imoer's C l ub ,  and the Brit ish 
M o u n t a in e e r ing C o u n c i  1 .  He h a s  
a l so served as Pres ident of the 
R o y a l G e o g r ap h i c a l S o c i e t y .  
Forme r l y  S i r  John Hunt , h e  w a s  

John Hunt. 

made a L i f e  P e e r  ( L o r d  H u n t  o f  
L l a n f a i r  W a t e r d i n e ) by Q u e e n  
E l i zabe th i n  1 96 6 ,  and a Kn i g h t  
of the G a r t e r  i n  1 979. H e  i s  t he 
author of se vera l books, inc lud­
ing The A s c e n t  of E v e r e s t  
(1953) , and Our E verest Adven­
t u r e  ( 1 95 4) . L o r d  H u n t  c o n ­
t i nue s t o  c h amp i on t h e  c a u s e  o f  
t h e  Y e t i ,  a d v o c a t i n g  expanded 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and s c i e n t i f i c 
involvement . 

Robert Ti tmus , of H a r r i s o n  
H o t  Sp r i ng s , B r i t i s h  C o  1 umb i a ,  
C a n a da , h a s  spe n t  ab o u t  h a l f  a 
century tracking and hunt ing in 
t h e  P a c i f i c N o r t h w e s t , f r o m  
Ca l i fornia t o  A l aska. H i s  fie l d­
work o v e r  s e v e r a l de c ade s i n  
North America's mos t  rug ged ter­
rain has conv inced h im that the 
Sasquatch exi s t s ,  and his fie ld­
work is n ow d e d i c a t e d  t o  e s tab­
l i s h i n g  t h i s as a f a c t .  H i s  
e xpe r t i s e a s  a n  a n ima l t r a c k e r  
i s  r e c og n i z e d ,  and he h a s  u n ­
doubte d l y  had more f i e l d  expe r­
ience in track ing and searching 
for the supposed Sasquatch than 
anyone e l s e  a 1 i v e , l ayman o r  
sc ient i s t .  

T i t m u s  s e r v e d i n  t h e  u.s . 
M a r ine C o rp s  dur i ng Wo r l d  War 
I I ,  s e e ing a c t i o n  i n  the S o u t h  
Pac i f i c. H e  had what he be l ieves 
was his first Sasquatch s i ghting 
whi l e  in uniform, not rea l izing 
what he had seen unt i l  Sasquatch 
repo r t s  b e c ame pub l i c in the 
1 9 5 0 ' s .  S i n c e  the n ,  h e  h a s  had 
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t w o  f u r t h e r  s i g h t i n g s , a n d  
reported l y  has tracked the sup­
p o s e d  a n ima l s  d o z e n s  of t ime s .  
H e  h a s  w h a t  i s  undoub t e d l y  the 
l arges t c o l l ect ion of Sasquatch 
track casts in exi s tence, and he 
has made mos t  of the track casts 
t h a t  are c ur r e n t l y  � v a i l ab l e  
from northern Ca l ifornia. He was 
a l so one of the f irst to recover 
for scient i f i c  ana l y s i s  what he 
thinks are Sasquatch hair speci­
mens . 

B o b  T i t m u s  i s  a q u i e t ,  
mode s t ,  and unassuming indi v id­
ua l ;  h e  has n e v e r  s ou g h t  pub­
l i c i t y f o r  h i m s e l f  or h i s  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  p r e f e r r i n g  t o  w o r k  
q u i e t l y  i n  t he b a c k g r ou n d. He 
c o n t i n u e s  t o  c a r ry o u t  f i e l d­
wo r k ,  s h a r i ng h i s  i n f o rma t i o n  
free l y  w i th any scienti s t  who i s  
interes ted enough to l ook at his 
e v i d e n c e .  H a v ing spe n t  mo s t  of 
h i s  l i f e  in t h e  w i l d e r n e s s ,  
T i tmus h a s  n o t  pur s ue d  wr i t i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  t h u s  h a s  n o  
pub l i c a t i on s  o f  h i s  own .  He i s ,  
h o w e v e r , o n e  o f  t h e  m a j o r 
s o u r c e s  i n  John Gr e e n ' s  w o r k s  
( t h e y  n o w l i v e  w i t h i n  a f e w  

hundr e d  f e e t  o f  e ach o t h e r  i n  
t h e  s ame t own ) . 0 

Robert "Bob " Titmus. 

CRYPTOLETTERS 
We r e g r e t  n o t  h a v i n g  h a d  

space for letters i n  th is is sue. 
The C r ypto l e t t e r s  c o l u mn w i l l  
r e t u r n  i n  t h e  S p r i n g ,  1 98 8 ,  
is sue . 
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WOOD'S ANIMAL FACTS 
" • . •  T h e  l a r g e l y  a q u a t i c  

anaconda (Eunectes mur i nu s } of 

the s wamp s ,  lakes, and s low­

moving ri vers of tropical South 

America • • •  has also been cr edi t ed 
with the title of ' longes t  snake 

in the world,' bu t although i t  
i s  hea v ies t o f  the giant s e r ­

pen t s  • • •  grea t  bulk can often be 

m i s le a d i ng w h e n  i t  c om e s  t o  

e s t i ma t i ng l e n g t h . . . .  M a n y  

ex t r eme measurement s have been 

based on lengths of s kins , but 

the s e  r ecor d s  a r e  unre 1 i ab 1 e • • •  

I n  the case of the anaconQ.a • • •  

the s kin can be deliberately 

s tretched, without causing much 

di s tor tion t o  the marking s ,  by 

30 percent or more. 

" • • •  One of the longes t  ana­

con da s e v e r  cap t u r e d w a s  a 

t r emendou sly bulky indi v idual 

s hot by W . L .  Schu r z  ( 1 962 } in 

Brazil, which measured 2 7 f t .  9 
in. . • •  Clark collected another 

one near I qui tos which taped 2 6  
f t .  9 in., a ri d  an anaconda meas -

u ring 2 6  f t. 3 in. wa s killed 

in Per nambuco Sta te, eas tern 

Braz i 1 c. 1 94 8 .  

" • • •  D r .  A f r an i o  d o  A m a r a l 

(194 8 } ,  Brazi 1 's leading herpe­

tologi s t, accep ted a r ecor d  of 

an 1 1 . 2 8  m. ( 3 7  f t . }  anaconda, 

and he said another snake k il le d  
in southern B r a z i  1 in 1 9 1 3 by a 

g r oup of I ndian s was o v e r  1 1 .6 

m. (38 f t .), bu t these meas u r e­
ments were based solely on writ­

ten e v i dence supplied by wi t­

nes s e s .  He concluded that the 

maxiumum length reached by the 

anaconda was s omewhere be t ween 

1 2  m. ( 39 f t .  4 in. } and 1 4  m. 

( 4 5 f t . 1 1  i n . } • • • •  O n l y  t he 

medium of water could s uppo r t  

that kind o f  bulk, which would 

�r obably explain why so few 
l arge anacondas have been col­

lected on ter ra fi r ma. By the 

t i me a length of 2 8 -3 0  f t .  i s  

reached, the snake i s  s o  heav y  

that i t  i s  forced t o  live perma­

nently in a ri ver or lake. 
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" I n  N o v ember, 1 9 5 6, an ana­

conda mea sur ing 1 0.2 5 m. ( 3 3  f t. 

7 . 2  in.} was r epor tedly killed 

in the l o w e r  R i o  Gua v i a r e, 

southeas t Colombia, but nothing 

of the snake was saved. Another 

out s i zed indi v i d ual shot near 

the Colombia-Venezuela bor der 

was credited with a length of 37 

ft. 6 in., and thi s may well 

have been the larges t accurately 

measured anaconda on r eco r d  • • • •  

Co l .  P.H. Fawce t t  s hot an ana­

conda on the Rio Abunda not far 

from the confluence of the Rio 

N egro, wes tern B razi 1, in 1 90 7 ,  

which h e  s a i d  measured 62 f t .  

(4 5 f t .  out o f  t h e  water a n d  1 7  

f t. in i t } , but as thi s snake 

had a maximum diameter of on l y  

1 2  i n  • • •  t h i s  leng t h  m u s t  b e  

considered exces s i v e." 

Abs tracted from: 

The Guiness Book of Animal -- --- --
Facts and Feats, by Gerald L. 
Wood, Guines s Superlatives, 

Enf i e l d ,  U . K . ( 3 r d .  e d . } , 

1982 . 

Honorary Members: Andre Capart (Belgium); Marjorie Courtenay-Latimer ($outh A frica); Tim Dinsdale (U.K.)  John Green (Canada); 
The Lord Hunt of Llanfair Waterdine (U.K.); Marie-Jeanne Koffman (U.S.S.R.); lngo Krumbiegel (Federa1 German Republic); Theodore 
Monod (France); Sir Peter Scott (U.K.); Robert Titmus (Canada). 

Benefactors: G. A. Buder, III (U.S.A.); Robert C. Dorion (Guatemala); Michael T. Martin (U.S.A.); Gale J. Raymond (U.S.A. ); Kurt Von 
Nieda (U.S.A.);  Edward B. Winn (Switzerland); Bette and Joe Wolfskill (U.S.A. ); Count F. C. Zedlitz (Argentina). 
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